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On December 31, 1966 there were 11,396 persons in residence in the institutions under 
the Minnesota Department of Public Welfare, 1,379 less than on November 30 Most of this 
decrease was temporary. The special schools for the blind: and deaf were closed for Christ
mas vacation and many mentally ill and mentally retarded patients were home on extended 
visits at the end of the yeare 

There were 5,397' patients in residence in Minnesota state hospitals at the end of 
December, including 5,100 mentally ill and 297 inebriates The number of inebriates 
hospitalized showed little change during December, but the number of mentally ill in residence 
dropped by 312 during the month with most of the decrease accounted for by the unusually 
large number of patients out on extended visit? The number in residence plus those on extended 
visit decreased by 61 during December About the same number of patients were out on extended 
visit at the end of 1966 as at the end of 1965 so the net decrease of 666 from a year ago 
(see Table 1) represents a true drop in population during the year 

More mentally ill patients entered state hospitals and more were released in 1966 than 
1965 while the number who died in the hospital decreased There were slightly fewer first 
admissions but more readmissions and returns from provisional discharge in 1966 than 1965# 
Voluntary admissions increased, both among first and readmissions Almost 56 percent of all 
admissions (46 percent of all first admissions and 67 percent of all readmissions) were 
voluntary in 1966 compared with 53 percent of all admissions (44 percent of all first admissions) 
in 1965 and 50 percent of all admissions (42 percent of all first admissions) in 1964. 
Comparative figures on movement of patients into and out of state hospitals the past three 
years follows 

1966 1965 

Total pa t i en t s entering 4,674 4,487 4,471 

Total admissions 3,881 (2,154) 3,755 (2,0l8) 3,763 (1,882) 
F i r s t admissions 2,150 (938) 2,175 '(966) 2,265 (9^5) 
Readmissions 1,731 (1,156) 1,584 (1,052) 1,4?8 (937) 

Returns from provisional discharge 793 728 708 

Total pa t ients released 4,909 4^,642 4,403 
Provisional discharges 2,242 2 , l 6 j 2,151 
Diseharges d i r ec t or from EV or UA 2,667 2,473 2,252 

Deaths in hospital 473 500 654 

* Figures in parentheses indicate voluntary admissions included in t o t a l . 

There were only 5,157 patients in residence in the institutions for the mentally retarded 
December 31, 1966, with 618 patients out on extended visit, contrasted with 5,729 in residence 
and 63 on extended visit on November 30 There were 6,000 patients on the books of these 
institutions at the end of 1966 compared with 6,154 at the end of 1965 During 1966 a total 
of 253 patients entered state institutions for the mentally retarded (192 of these were first 
admissions) compared with 303 (236 first admissions) in 1965. There were also fewer deaths in 
residence in 196.6 (91) than 1965 (98) The number of patients released, however, increased 
from 306 in 1965 to 365 in 1966„ 

The state nursing home population showed little change during 1966, The total of 722 
patients in residence December 31, 1966 was four greater than on December 31, 1965, Ah-Gwah» 
Ching, with 421 in residence, had one less patient while Oak Terrace, with 301 resident 
patients, have five more than at the end of 1965 


















